Civilizations in Conflict—Essay #1:  What is “Religion?”
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While we have obviously not discussed any religions in depth just yet, this essay assignment is designed to force you to contemplate your own understanding of religion.  Consider this assignment “reflective.”  That is, you need not consult outside sources (although you may as long as you attach a works cited list).  You can certainly consider the “Why Study Religion” article we read, tonight’s intro homework reading, our class discussions, and your own observations of the world around you.

A Note About “Definition” Essays

A definition essay attempts to define a specific term.  If the term were simple, however, we would simply write down a dictionary definition and not bother grappling with an essay.  In the case of defining “religion,” your analysis should go deeper than a simple dictionary definition; it should attempt to explain why you have settled on the definition that you have—do your best to provide examples to support your definition. Is there a historical event/issue that helped you arrive at your definition?  Or something more personal?  It might be best to think of this essay in terms of describing the nature of religion.
We will revisit this essay at the end of the course—and find out if your ideas about religion have changed.  
Essay requirements:

· Creative title

· Times New Roman, 12 point font

· Careful editing for spelling, grammar, and proper paragraph structure
· 1 inch margins

· Length

· Honors/CPA—2 full pgs.

· CP—1 pg.

Due Date:   _______________________________________________

