Religions Originating in India Study Guide
Hinduism





Buddhism
Vedas






Siddhartha Gautama/Buddha


Upanishads





Four Noble Truths

Brahman, Karma, Samsara, Moksha

Eightfold Path

Brahma, Shiva, and Vishnu



Nirvana

Suttee





Theravada vs. Mahayana Buddhism

Caste System




Tibetan Buddhism

Dharma





Dalai lama

Divali and Holi




Buddhist New Year
Focus Questions

What are the Vedas and the Upanishads?  What basic Hindu religious concepts are outlined in these texts?
List the three major gods of modern Hinduism and give a brief description of each.
Discuss the basic features of the Hindu caste system.
What were the four sights that influenced Gautama so profoundly? Why did they cause him to begin a search for religious insight?
Why is Buddhism sometimes referred to as the "Middle Way"?

According to the Buddha, what is the central problem of humanity that keeps it bound to the endless cycle of birth, old age, sickness, death and rebirth?
What factors have contributed to the success of Buddhism as a world religion?
What are the essential differences between Theravada and Mahayana Buddhism?
How would you compare Hinduism to Buddhism?
