Civilizations in Conflict:

Individual Project Assignment





Now that you have an approved research topic, your task is to find out all you can about your subject and present your findings in a meaningful way to your classmates.

Presentation Components:
· Powerpoint:  this is a visual aid—you should have minimal text in your powerpoint presentation.  You must use at least 4 images that will enhance student understanding of your topic.  Label images as necessary.

(The last slide of your powerpoint should be a “food for thought” question.  The ultimate goal is for the class to learn about and interact a bit with your topic.  It would be great if your topic prompted further class discussion.

· Hand-out:  create a one-page hand-out for the class that clearly outlines the main ideas of your topic.  
· The handout should begin with a clear title.
· Group the main ideas in your hand-outs into categories.  Your hand-out should NOT merely be a list of unconnected facts.
· The specific facts (examples/main ideas) beneath each topic sentence can be in phrase/bullet form.  

Written Component:
· Written reflection:  The third component of your project is a reflective or “position” paper, depending on your topic.  Think of this as an assignment similar to our “What is Religion” essay—you should be reacting to, rather than presenting, your information (as the powerpoint and hand-out should cover the basics).  What element of your topic do you find most intriguing?  Most controversial?  You will write a 1 ½ - 2 pg. paper that addresses those issues.
Powerpoint/Oral Presentation Rubric—40 Points
	CATEGORY 
	  10                    9      
	   8                 7                  
	6
	    5                 4

	Sequencing of Information in Powerpoint 
	Information is organized in a clear, logical way. It is easy to anticipate the type of material that might be on the next slide/in the next section
	Most information is organized in a clear, logical way. One slide or item of information seems out of place. 
	Some information is logically sequenced. An occasional slide or item of information seems out of place. 
	There is no clear plan for the organization of information. 

	Content - Accuracy 
	All content throughout the presentation is accurate. There are no factual errors.
	Most of the content is accurate but there is one piece of information that might be inaccurate. 
	The content is generally accurate, but one piece of information is clearly flawed or inaccurate. 
	Content is typically confusing or contains more than one factual error. 

	Use of Graphics in Powerpoint 
	All graphics are attractive (size and colors) and support the theme/content of the presentation. 
	A few graphics are not attractive but all support the theme/content of the presentation. 
	All graphics are attractive but a few do not seem to support the theme/content of the presentation. 
	Several graphics are unattractive AND detract from the content of the presentation. 

	Oral Presentation 
	Presenters speak clearly, make eye-contact, and use notes minimally to deliver their information.
	Presenters speak clearly, but make little contact and are overly dependent up upon notes to guide them.
	Presenters do not speak clearly, avoid making eye-contact, and read directly from notes to deliver their information.
	Presenters hide behind the screen, rocking back and forth, mumbling their information.


Position/Reflective Essay Rubric—30 Points
	CATEGORY 
	10              9
	   8                 7
	   6           5          4
	     3         2         1 

	Focus 
	Takes a clear position and maintains it consistently with well-chosen reasons/examples.
	Takes a clear position and maintains it with well-chosen reasons/examples through most of the essay.
	Takes a position but provides uneven support.
	Position is unclear and/or examples do not clearly connect to the main ideal of the essay..

	Organization 
	Focused and well-organized, with effective transitions.
	Well-organized, with effective transitions.  Focus may be uneven/somewhat unclear.
	Somewhat disorganized, transitions are not evident, focus is somewhat unclear.
	Exhibits little organization or focus.

	Grammar 
	Errors in grammar, spelling and punctuation are few and do not interfere with understanding.
	Some errors in grammar, spelling and punctuation, but does not interfere with understanding.
	Errors in grammar, spelling and punctuation are significant enough to interfere with reader’s understanding of the essay.
	Errors in grammar, spelling and punctuation prevent the reader from fully understanding the essay.


